
Two young girls and frequent 

library visitors, Lula Gebre-

selassie and Regat Yohannes, 

took turns reading Ato Yo-

hannes’ latest children’s 

book, “Tirhas Celebrates 

Ashenda: An Ethiopian Girl’s 

Festival” aloud to a welcom-

ing audience.  The book was 

distributed free to audience 

members during the celebra-

tion. 

Ato Yohannes concluded by 

stating,  “Please send your 

children here. Tell friends 

and family about the won-

ders of this library. Become 

worthy ambassadors for the 

Segenat Children and 

Youth Library. The future 

of our children is at stake. 

As our children succeed, so 

succeed Tigray and all 

of Ethiopia.” 

Over 400 men, women, and 

children attended the inaugu-

ration and dedication of the 

Segenat Children and Youth 

Library. Among the noted 

dignitaries were Rwandan 

Ambassador to Ethiopia, Pro-

fessor Joseph Nsengimana; 

Ato Abraha Kiros, Special 

Education Advisor to the 

President of the Regional 

Government of Tigray; Dr. 

Solomon Inqui, retired states-

man and author; and Ato 

Teklawoyni from the office 

of the City of Mekelle Ato 

Yohannes Gebregeorgis, 

Founder and Executive Di-

rector of Ethiopia Reads/

Ethiopian Books for Children 

and Educational Foundation, 

welcomed each of the distin-

guished guests who in turn 

had an opportunity to con-

gratulate Ato Yohannes on 

the magnificence of the Sege-

nat Library and its impor-

tance to the future of the chil-

dren of Ethiopia.  In welcom-

ing Ambassador Nsengi-

mana, Ato Yohannes stated, 

“Your presence with us is a 

testament to the friendship of 

the peoples of Rwanda and 

Ethiopia.” 

Ato Yohannes also an-

nounced that Dr. Solomon 

Inqui has been named the 

patron of the Segenat library 

for all of his past work in 

government and education. 

He will be an outstanding 

role model for all of the chil-

dren who utilize the library. 

He has been a frequent visitor 

of the library for the past few 

weeks, donating books in 

Tigrigna and also introducing 

distinguished visitors to the 

library. 

Dedication and Inauguration of the Segenat Children 

and Youth Library a Success 
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Many activities occurred dur-

ing the First Children’s Book 

Week held in Tigray during 

the week of August 22 

through August 28.  Hundreds 

of colorful posters were 

proudly displayed in local 

businesses throughout the city 

of Mekelle and beyond an-

nouncing the weeklong cele-

bration.   

 

A panel discussion, “Tigray 

Reads! Tigray Blooms! Creat-

ing a Culture of Reading in 

Tigray” was held prior to the 

book week.  Several thousand 

copies of “Tirhas Celebrates 

Ashenda: An Ethiopian Girl’s 

Holiday,” written by Ato Yo-

hannes Gebregeorgis, Foun-

der of the Tigray Library and 

Literacy Development Pro-

ject, were distributed free to 

the Ashenda Girls groups that 

celebrated the Ashenda Festi-

val.   

 

The highlight of the week was 

the dedication of the Segenat 

Children and Youth Library, a         

free-standing children’s li-

brary for the children and 

youth of the City of Mekelle.   

Tigray Reads!  Tigray Blooms! 

Panel Discussion on Publishing and Literacy Kicks 

off Children’s Book Week.  

materials in the mother 

tongue. Presenters and audi-

ence members alike shared 

personal stories of reading 

experiences that they had in 

childhood providing anecdo-

tal evidence to prescribed 

theories.  Panelists included:  

Erin Meyer, University of 

Denver; Tesfay Mesele, 

Mekelle University; Maria 

Briones, Sharjah Higher 

College of Technology, Du-

bai, UAE; Berhane Achame, 

Mekelle University; and 

Daniel Teklu, Mekelle Uni-

versity. 

Ato Yohannes received an 

outpouring of support for the 

Segenat Children and Youth 

Library and for his publishing 

efforts. It was noted that there 

are few children’s books in 

the local languages and few 

age appropriate books for 

children to learn the basic 

concepts of reading. 

There were many noted au-

thors in the audience as well 

as students from Mekelle Uni-

versity. Although the Segenat 

Children and Youth Library 

will be focused on the needs 

of children and youth, it was 

suggested that writers among 

the group might be able to 

avail themselves of the multi-

tude of resources available at 

the library. 

The panel discussion was a 

great kick off to Tigray Chil-

dren’s Book Week and panel-

ists and audience members 

anticipate more follow up 

discussions in the future. 

A lineup of librarians and 

educators came together on 

Friday, August 20th to discuss 

children’s literature in Tigray. 

The panel organized by Ato 

Yohannes Gebregeorgis, 

Founder of the Tigrary Li-

brary and Literacy Develop-

ment Project, and moderated 

by Goitom Tegegn was held 

as part of the Tigray Libraries 

and Literacy Development 

Project and was held prior to 

the opening of the Tigray 

Children’s Book Week. 

The panel presentation served 

as an opportunity for mem-

bers of the community to be 

heard as well as to receive 

information. A common 

theme among the presenters 

and the audience, over 100 in 

attendance, was the impor-

tance of literature and reading 
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“THE PANEL 

DISCUSSION 

WAS A GREAT 

KICK OFF TO 

TIGRAY 

CHILDREN’S 

BOOK WEEK 

AND PANELISTS 

AND AUDIENCE 

MEMBERS 

ANTICIPATE 

MORE FOLLOW 

UP 

DISCUSSIONS IN 

THE FUTURE.” 

 

See photo on pg. 3.  



Three days of intensive li-

brary training were offered to 

library assistants at the Sege-

nat Children and Youth Li-

brary and to library assistants 

at Myliham, Debri, and Fre Se

-wat elementary schools.  The 

training was provided by vol-

unteers recruited by Ato Yo-

hannes Gebregeorgis, Foun-

der and Executive Director of 

Ethiopia Reads/Ethiopian 

Books for Children and Edu-

cational Foundation.  

The trainers included:  Ato 

Tewolde Tesfay, of Mekelle 

University; Athena Michael, 

John Wiley & Sons, Pub-

lisher; Erin Meyer, University 

of Denver; Dr. Maria Briones, 

Sharjah Higher College of 

Technology, Dubai, UAE; 

and Janet Lee, Regis Univer-

sity in Denver. 

The seventeen library trainees 

studied the basics of catalog-

ing and classifying books, 

story telling, puppetry, gen-

eral library management and 

providing reader’s services to 

students.  The training experi-

ence enhanced the skills that 

they have obtained from their 

ongoing work experience.  All 

agreed that the training was 

beneficial and that they would 

like additional training in the 

future. 

 

Library Training Provided to Library Assistants 
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Ato Tewolde Tesfay 
prepares for his next 
lesson in cataloging 
and classification. 

“ALL AGREED 

THAT THE 

TRAINING WAS 

BENEFICIAL AND 

THAT THEY 

WOULD LIKE 

ADDITIONAL 

TRAINING IN THE 

FUTURE.” 
Hands on training using arts and crafts. 

From left to right:  Goitom Tegegn, Erin Meyer, Tesfay Mesele, Maria 

Briones, Berhane Achame, Daniel Teklu, Yohannes Gebregeorgis.  

Library hours: 

Monday through 

Saturday: 

8 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

2:00 p.m. to 5:30 

p.m. 
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view.  It is therefore fitting, 

that Ato Yohannes Gebre-

georgis chose a quote from St. 

Thomas Aquinas, “Beware 

the person of just one book,” 

to characterize Dr. Hooy-

man’s life. 

 

Ato Yohannes and Dr. Hooy-

man met nearly two years ago 

when Dr. Hooyman con-

ducted a radio interview with 

Ato Yohannes on the Regis 

University radio station.  The 

two men became fast friends 

and made plans to build a 

literacy radio station together 

in Ethiopia.  Tragically, Dr. 

Hooyman suffered fatal inju-

ries in a motor vehicle acci-

dent a little over a week later. 

Ato Yohannes committed to 

setting up a library in his 

memory. Funding was raised 

Among the more significant 

features of the Segenat Chil-

dren and Youth Library is the 

Dr. Thomas Hooyman Youth 

Reading Center.  Dr. Hooy-

man, a professor of medical 

ethics at Regis University in 

Denver, Colorado challenged 

his students to think beyond 

the obvious and to look at 

issues from differing points of 

and a site was chosen that was 

befitting of the life that Dr. 

Hooyman led.  This site, the 

first school library established 

in Mekelle, Tigray Region, 

was at Fre Siwot, the Fruit of 

the Martyrs. 

 

At the time of the dedication 

of the Dr. Thomas Hooyman 

Memorial Library and Media 

Center at Fre Siwot, officials 

of the City of Mekelle ap-

proached Ato Yohannes with 

the generous offer of a build-

ing for a future children and 

youth library.  Ms. Barbara 

Hooyman Baker, sister of Dr. 

Hooyman, was in attendance 

and committed to assist in 

funding the new library after 

the outpouring of love and 

gratitude that everyone re-

ceived from the community. 

 

The Dr. Thomas Hooyman Youth Reading Center  

 

P.O. Box 1028 

Mekelle, Tigray Region 

Ethiopia 

Yohannes Gebregeorgis. 

tigrayreads@yahoo.com 

https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Segenat-

Children-and-Youth-Library/161388783881687 

The Segenat Children and Youth Library is a modern, full-service library serving the 

information needs of the children and youth in Mekelle, Tigray Region, Ethiopia 

and its environs. The 20,000 volume library has a networked computer lab with 

limited internet access, an online catalog, reference services, and a variety of clubs 

and other programming. It is open 48 hours per week, Monday through Saturday. 

S E G E N A T  C H I L D R E N  A N D  Y O U T H  L I B R A R Y   

Total new library 

users registered  

August 22-31 

 

Boys  191 

Girls  161 

Total  352 

Donations may be sent to: 

Tigray Development Association  

Library and Literacy Develop-

ment Project 

 P.O. Box 73295  

Washington, D.C.  20056-3295 


